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A GUIDE TO LIVING ON GUAM

Fiesta Time


﻿On Guam, the fiesta is an event tied to a celebration of a village’s patron saint. The villagers flock to the church for Mass and sometimes a procession, but the hallmark of the fiesta is the huge party, with tables groaning under the weight of many delicious dishes. 

The fiesta is a popular way that people on Guam share their culture with guests. And the best is that everything that is Guam can be sampled in the food, shared with warm native hospitality. Newcomers to Guam and its fiestas will be greeted by familiar foods given a local twist, as well as truly native dishes. What look like egg rolls often are a Filipino version called lumpia. “Red” rice is colored using achote seeds. Barbecued chicken and ribs aren’t slathered in sauce and smoked, but often steeped in a soy sauce-based marinade and grilled over a hot fire. Another fiesta staple, kelaguen, is made by combining minced chicken, beef or shrimp with lemon juice, coconut and hot peppers. Fried fish, steamed local crab or lobsters may also grace the table.

﻿Fiesta  Etiquette

Guests who aren’t helping to organize the party aren’t expected to bring anything, but drinks are always appreciated.

Greet your host but don’t expect to have a lengthy conversation; he or she will be busy supervising the festivities.

Before opening the table, the host will call for silence so that a short prayer — the blessing of the table — may be said.

The host will open the table and urge guests to line up for food. Guam tradition dictates that guests balk at first, though; it’s considered slightly embarrassing to be the first in line. Don’t barge your way to the front, but don’t despair, someone will get pushed to start. Once people start lining up, it’s a free-for-all. Expect to give up your place in line to the elderly and parents accompanied by children.

Throw your trash in plastic bags or trashcans.
Say thank you before leaving.
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FIESTA SCHEDULE

JANUARY
Tumon: Blessed Diego Luis de San Vitores
Chalan Pago: Nuestra Señora de la Paz Buen Viaje
Mongmong: Nuestra Señora de las Aguas
Maina: Our Lady of Purification

FEBRUARY
Yigo: Our Lady of Lourdes

MARCH
Inarajan: St. Joseph, husband of Mary

APRIL
Barrigada: San Vicente Ferrer
Agafa Gumas: Santa Bernadita
Merizo: San Dimas

MAY
Inarajan: St. Joseph, the Worker
Malojloj: San Isidro
Santa Rita: Santa Rita

JUNE
Tamuning: St. Anthony
Chalan Pago: Sacred Heart of Jesus
Toto; Immaculate heart of Mary
Ordot: San Juan Bautista

JULY
Dededo: St. Andrew Kim
Agat: Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Agat: Santa Ana

AUGUST
Tamuning: St. Victor
Piti: Assumption of Our Lady
Barrigada: San Roque
Agat: Santa Rosa

SEPTEMBER
Cañada, Barrigada: San Ramon
Hagåtña: Dulce Nombre de Maria (Sweet Name of Mary)
Talofofo: San Miguel
Mangilao: Santa Teresita/Saint Therese of Liseux

OCTOBER
Yona: St. Francis of Assisi
Umatac: San Dionisio
Sinajana: St. Jude

NOVEMBER
Agana Heights: Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament

DECEMBER
Dededo: Santa Barbara
Hagåtña: Immaculate Conception, Islandwide procession 4 p.m. honoring Santa Marian Kamalen
Santa Rita: Our Lady of Guadalupe
Asan: Nino Perdido

